
Folks of the future

More contacts everywhere

Philip Withnall

July 27, 2012



Where are we?

Since this time last year. . .

• folks 0.6 and 0.7,

• Stable release of EDS backend,

• Writeability in the core,

• folks-inspect love,

• Telepathy ContactLists.
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New developments in folks

• Code coverage.

• Performance pro�ling.

• Moving Google-speci�c hacks into folks.

• Anti-linking.
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Anti-linking

Persona A (Telepathy)
Name: Jon
XMPP: jon@jabber.org
Is user!

Persona B (EDS)
Name: Jonathan
XMPP: jon@jabber.org

Persona C (libsocialweb)
Name: Jon
URI: http://fb.com/jon
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New developments in folks' applications

• GNOME Contacts: redesign, search for contacts, address
books, undo/redo, linking suggestions, Shell search.

• Empathy: redesign, using GNOME Contacts.
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What can you do?

• Developing using folks is easy!

• Debugging is harder.



folks-inspect

$ folks-inspect

> individuals

Individual '379...93b' with 1 personas:

trust-level FOLKS_TRUST_LEVEL_PERSONAS

avatar (null)

presence-type FOLKS_PRESENCE_TYPE_OFFLINE

presence-status offline

presence-message

is-user FALSE

id 379...93b

alias burger boy

structured-name (null)

full-name

nickname

gender FOLKS_GENDER_UNSPECIFIED



Debug messages

$ G_MESSAGES_DEBUG=all empathy

(empathy:32046): Gtk-DEBUG: Connecting to session manager

(empathy:32046): folks-DEBUG: ia.vala:319: Setting...

(empathy:32046): folks-DEBUG: ia.vala:340: Primary...

(empathy:32046): folks-DEBUG: ia.vala:352: Constructing...

(empathy:32046): folks-DEBUG: Using built-in backends...



Internal state dump

$ gdb folks-inspect

(gdb) run

Starting program: /opt/gnome3/build/bin/folks-inspect

...

Program received signal SIGINT , Interrupt.

0x00000037a7ae85c3 in poll () from /lib64/libc.so.6

(gdb) call folks_debug_emit_print_status(folks_debug_dup())

Dumping status information...

BackendStore (0x626360)

5 Backends:

Dumping status information...

BackendStore (0x626360)

5 Backends:

Backend (0x63c2f0)

Ref. count: 3



What's next?

• Search.

• Gravatars/Robohash/insert favourite avatar service here.

• GNOME Keyring backend.

• Testing.



Miscellany

folks http://telepathy.freedesktop.org/wiki/Folks

folks API reference
http://telepathy.freedesktop.org/doc/folks/
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